Genetic disorders of potassium homeostasis.
Hereditary disorders of potassium homeostasis are an interesting group of disorders, affecting people from the newborn period to adults of all ages. The clinical presentation varies from severe hypotension at birth to uncontrolled hypertension in adults, often associated with abnormal potassium values, although many patients may have a normal serum potassium concentration despite being affected by the genetic disorder. A basic understanding of these disorders and their underlying mechanisms has significant clinical implications, especially in the few patients with subtle clinical signs and symptoms. We present a summary of these disorders, with emphasis on the clinical presentation and genetic mechanisms of these disorders.